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 “You finagle,” one explained.
“You what?” we asked. = |
" “Yopu know, cheat.” ,

: The Mirage hired six of these accountants
Mirage how to skim off the top, how to keep tv
and how, in general, {0 underreportiits taxable

centto 70 per cent.

Tax firagling is a common pracnce among
taurants in Chicago. It cost§ the state and fed
tens .of millions of revenue dollars eath year.

Itisa felonv that has become a tradmon ’

-The Mirage, almost as it apened, became a
hustlers and loafers on the public payroll.

A city garbage crew grabbed $15 on the sid
ta pick up the Mirage's garbage—a job strictly
The crew came back again' the next
helped the Mirage clean its basement. It was lall done mth city

£ngers.

eq":pmem on Clt\ time.
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trade for a few free drinks and the promiseioi
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visor. “What are they going to do, dig it up an

A wlerk v»e usned in the Countv Buddmo demarnded
“whatever you think it"s worth?’—simply for d
zavg him $3 and he shoved it into his pocket._
Citv inspectors tlppled at the Mirage whi
dutyi Model Cities workers took long lunches
kow ithey are paid to do nothing much but looX

e read the law.

to;}t

salutation of one.

+ Once the machmes were in, the operators
started breakirig state and féderal laws. Thezizu t the
how. the}, and “everyone else’” work the w

dlmes and quarters, with generous amounts
off tl‘[:e top hefore the receipts are figured and the taxes paid.
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most often,in the coming months. In €hicago. you-

ev er? body does it.
It was in Mav that we found the Mirage.
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vas called Ihe Firehouse when we first>saw it.

own -Mirage !
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security umbrella widened slightly when-
s learned of the Mirage from the BGA and &
te record its progress over the months.

e
w

ke Wallace and his asscciates wen: to the
s last vear, under careful cover. for filming an

loved part-time at the Mirage, knew about the i
ose. Neither did the person who bought the M
ber have arvthing to do with the project.
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Minutes report on the Mirage is scheduled for T

de&pread

pame it and

The ¢wner

'BS-T\'s 60 °
z2d permis-

Mirage four

ext Sunday.

one in the Near North Side neighborhcod, mclud'm'g‘those

lusion or its
rage. in No-

4"

] interviews.

- taken over.

was ziaskina only $5,000 down. It was near The’ Sun-Timgs and the
BGA, It was laid out in a way to satisfv the needs of our hidden

photographers.
wcould be put to use.
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THE MIRAGE was a cesspool of violations when
Wiring dangled bare " across the wal
wijwen Jeff Allen used the bar’s sinks the first time, he
folnd they drained directly onto the basement floor

And it was brxstlma with code viola

; SunTimes

to by Gen¢ Pesek .

t was
s and

ions that

- The friendly ex-marine who onned the place said it{cmdd be
a gold mine for us if we adopted the standarq tavern tax-avoid-

‘ance system. The trick, he said, is to make
“smaller than it is.
“What you do is take certain bills out—but ¢

tHe. busihess look

only bills'%_he‘y don’t

miss; like potato chips and linen bills and things like that. Then

you take out 20 per cent of the receipts. You-

got to do it to make

a living off the place.  Everybody in the business does it.”

“And so, soon enrough, we would be doing it, too. : i
The Firehouse became the Mirage, or at least the start of ‘the
Mirage,. on -July 1. The former owner thought the’ place was

ready to go.

7 e

Pigeons had turned an outside wall white.
a dual-purpose unit — both a cesspool and
Frayed wires, held together with bad splices
The front windews were covered with several

“I've been operating the place
I've never had a violation,” he-said.
> What violations do you see?”
We looked around the place.

for five years and
arcund tT\e place.
I

“Looki

o !
The hasgmert was
a garbage ddimp.
dangled ‘all about.
lavers of old paint.

The barstools and booths were cov ered more With grime than

upholstery.

We couldn’t turn on the nater in the men’ sI rm We couldn t
turn it off in the women’s room.. One 6f the tbilet& did not flush.
So we used the other toiletsto dispose of arbqo of marijuana we

found stashed beneath the bar.
The floorboards behind the bar were rottmo away,

The beer

taps ‘and a bar sink drained into |leaky pxples that created an

urban waterfall in the basement.

We opered the ice machme ané found a dOZen bags of spoiled

turkey gizzards.

It was time to sweep, to wash, to spray, to scrape. Time t¢
repair and reupholster. A few hanging plam;s in the front win-

" dows; would help.'So w ould a few Marimekko’ prints on the wall.

All this weuld take more than a month.

t
I3

And even’ as we prepared the _Mirage-illusion]for its trial
oréning, Aug. 17, the advice kept coming in. This time it was our

new newbbors who talked shop.

L&

“I*f seems like evervbody’s on the take.” cald the owner of a

res s"ranr down ‘the street.

“But you have to Be discreet about

the \&holﬂ thing.’ You can’t just come right out and ask buw
much morey do \ou want. You gotta pull him aside privately

and gn\ things like, ‘Hey, I'm young. I got a lot of money in- -
I just want to do whaf s rwht’ Finally, if

vested in this place.

iust works out and he gets the money.

A nearby tavern owner agreed:

crte*lx
cost me. You say,
But

“&eeh vou have to do it dis-

You never come gut and &k how much is this going to
‘Well, éan’t we wiork this out between us? "
it was the owner of a neichburhood’deliCatessen -who

really came to0 the pairt. He said evernhmo we would need 10

know in a few words:

“The name of the game ‘in Cmcavo is Daksheesh That

Araman

It means pa}off bribe. ThIS is. the city of bchﬁeesh ”

: MONDAY " The Mirage ‘meets Mr. Fisi. =~ -

[RAVE YA






