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ILOVISIANAN ASKS
PRESS RESTRAINT
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Morrison Seeks Moratorium
on Coverage of Protests
on School Integration

Sgerial 10 The New York Timew, -

NEW ORLEANE, Dec, 1—
Mayoy de Lesseps 8. Morrison
his suggested & three-day mora-
torium on news coverage of Lhis|
city's school desegregation ¢on-
troveray. .

The suggesiion came Loday I
a special dellvery lelter dated
Dec, 2. He asked news media
representatives to mest with
him tomorrow ab City Hall to
discuss the proposal,

“I know Lhia iz & rather un-
usgal request” he wrote, “bat
belfeve me, it comes from the|
h“hr..l.rt of = publirchgm*lll 'Ai'!m

spent most o &1
to I}uFImI:I tha lndwlln:
good name of New Orleans.”

Mayor Morrison sald ‘that
oaly two public schosls out of
131 had been affecied by deseg-
regation and thal only one-tenth
of ona per cent of the popula-
tiom had been involved in the
demonstrations.

“Yet, because of the Lremon-
datts amount of Rews coverage,
the general impretsion natbon-
wide Is that New Orleang s a
sca of turmoll and violenoe®
he aald. “This {5 very bad for
business, tourist trade and it is
a damage that we are =ual-
fering completely without faull
OfF oUr part.”

Newamen Held Responsiblo

Mr, Morrison said In a state-
ment {zaued Nov, 14, when {our
HNegre girls were admitied to
Lwo white schools, that segre-
gatlonists had a right to pro-
Lest as long ag they did not dis-
rk the peace,

In hix letler, he arguéd that
NEWEmen werg pisponsible for
the jeering, cursing demon-
strators wht have congregated
daily at William Frantz elemen-
tary school

 gafd he had discussed the
sltuation with news representa-
tives, whom he did mol mame,
“and they are all convimobd
that if they were nol om the
sceng cach day, e d:-mu-n-|.
sirators would mob be Uherd.

“In many cascs, these poople
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Louisiana School

The Rev. Lloyd A. Foreman,

Appinbed Proas Winephale
right, leaves church in New

Orleans, carrying his Bible and clerieal robe. Dovn the
street segregationists yvelled Insults at the minister.

confined

Neutral Terrtory Used |

In both elties, NOWSACH WeTe
e mneuiral territory

nwiy from speclators o pre-
wint Incldenis,

Mayor Morrison auigmultdl
that during the news fday|
tihe police photographérs or a
press pool would suppli,ll' file
and reports, The letter implied
that the demonsirators would
be mllowed Lo remain nt Franlz|

. ‘ |
Wadded Presd Tacermatioaal |

Mayor deLesseps 3. Morri-
son of New Orleans. He re-

g0 Lo the arvea Lo get them-
sivieg op Lelevislon and barry
home for the aflermoom and
l:wnf-llig telecasis to seg the

directed chiefly against two par-
enks wha have refused to honor
& white boycolt of the schools

After several days had
ab McDonogh Mo, 18 school
withoul any while puplls report-
ing for classes, ths demonstra-
torg degerted the area, Only a
handiul of policermen and a fow
REWEMcnH remained,

The demonstrations have béen|

quested three-day mora-
torium on news of the eily’s
school desegregation fight.

Jl schooal, two

it they chose to do so,
During lasi week, Lhese s28-)

ng||:l_|¢ s allacked & msother)
wa

Ing her child home from)
rlers, A camier-|
man And =everal byslanders.

The police broke up the scuffles,

frvolving  the mother byt no)
arrests were made, |
Mayopr Motrigon sald he did)

et moan Lo accuse newsmen of)

“¢oing anything wrong,” but he
gadd, “I did see with my oWwn
eyes on Wednesday, the six-
teenth of Nowvember, & camera
etew Ip the Clele Conter actual-
ly selting up a scene”™ !

The cameramen, he said, per-|
suaded a group of demonsiral-]
ing students to respond “like a
cheering seclion”™ afler setling
Up CATETAS, adjusting =ound|
levels and giving & signal, |

On lhe day to which the|

——— IMayor reforred, high school|
Mr. Morrison noted that the|youlhs and a sprinkling off

disturbances had been going on|adults surged through the streets)

intermitiently for three weeks
Hia letter to newsmen covering

passed| the disturbances marked the

first approneh niade to them on
the subject.

During similar conlroverdies
in Little Rock, Ark., and Fronl
Royal, Va., in 1959, the police
ard - cily officials met with
newsmen prior (o the opening
of school and agveed wpon
ground rules for covorage.

Inew state antitrespass law.

aiter an attempt to march on/
the ﬂ:hm'; hﬁamh affices \'cul
thwarted by fire hoses, |

Mayor Morrison  contendod)
that during recent sit-in demon-|
strallons against segregaled)
junch counters, “when the news
media lost interest and failed|
to o to the location, the “slit-ing’|
ended. Obviously, there vas aj
direct conneclion between tne[
amount of pubilcity and the
amount of LPoUBLE" |'

The cesstlon of the lunch
counter demonstrations follewed
numerous arrests made under a




